BOROUGH of GARWOOD

Regular MINUTES of the
COUNCIL MEETING
October 08, 2013

Council Meeting Minutes/October 08, 2013
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council was held in Council Chambers and called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Mayor Quattrocchi.  She asked all present to participate in a moment of silence, followed by a salute to the flag.

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Westfield Leader, advertised on January 3, 2013, and prominently posted on the municipal public bulletin board and filed in the office of the municipal clerk informing the Public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975).

Mayor Quattrocchi asks at this time please turn your cell phones to off or vibrate.


ROLL CALL:
Municipal Clerk Christina Ariemma administered Roll Call.  The Members Present were:
Mayor Quattrocchi				
Council President Todisco		Councilman Nierstedt	
Councilman Blaufeder			Councilwoman Palmer	
Councilman Mathieu			Councilman Petruzzelli	
	
Also Present:	Borough Administrator/Clerk Christina Ariemma and Borough Attorney Robert Renaud.


 MINUTES:

Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on September 24, 2013.
Executive Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on September 24, 2013
Workshop Session of the Mayor and Council held on September 24, 2013.

The foregoing minutes were approved as submitted by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.   All Ayes.

Motion to suspend the regular order of business to hold discussion on the CY2013 Best Practices Inventory as required by LFN 2013-20 was made by Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.

Councilman Nierstedt asked Chief Underhill about question #2 concerning traffic safety.  He was asking specifically about police outside.  Chief Underhill explained how police are paid and that an administrative fee is collected for the purpose of insurance.  Vendors pay for using police vehicles as well.  Councilman Nierstedt mentioned the questions answered no, specifically #46.  Ms. Ariemma answered that the police union are the agency that still has this provision.  Council President Todisco mentioned she discussed this with the CFO and she will be looking into matters.  Councilman Petruzzelli asked if the questions change each year and Ms. Ariemma said they change slightly. 


COMMUNICATIONS:
1) NEW JERSEY STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES –
a. Mayor’s Fax Advisory –
i. 09/23/13, RE: I. “Charting a Course for Community Resilience” Conference October 15 - 17 II. Governor Signs Economic Opportunity Act 
ii. 09/23/13, RE: Security Briefing on 2014 Super Bowl XLVIII
iii. 09/23/13, RE: Please take action to protect municipal bonds/ Important seminar scheduled
iv. 09/24/13, RE: I. Sustainable Jersey Upcoming Events II. Upcoming League Seminar
v. 09/27/13, RE: New NJ Supreme Court Decision-COAH Third Round Rules
vi. 09/27/13, RE: I. 2013 Conference Resolutions II. Deadline Reminder for Innovation in Government Submissions
vii. 10/01/13, RE: Flood Hazard Mitigation-Executive Order
viii. 10/01/13, RE: Federal Government Shut-Down Update
ix. 10/02/13, RE: Constitutional Issues involving Holiday Displays
RECEIVED AND FILED
2) COMCAST – 10/02/13, RE: Channel and Billing Changes
RECEIVED AND FILED
3) GARWOOD PLANING BOARD – 09/26/13, RE: Minutes of the meeting held on August 28, 2013 
RECEIVED AND FILED
4) RAHWAY VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY – 09/33/13, RE: Minutes of the meeting held on August 15, 2013
RECEIVED AND FILED


ORDINANCES:

NONE.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

POLICE:  Councilman Petruzzelli, Chr. 
The promotional process for Lieutenants and Sergeants will start Oct. 10th with a written test during the day, and on Oct 17th oral interviews will be conducted at 7:00pm at Borough Hall.
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.
COMMENT: Councilman Mathieu asked who does the interviews.  Chief Underhill explained there is a policy in place and he explained the procedure from that policy.  Councilman Mathieu asked the formula between the testing and interview.  

PUBLIC HEALTH: Council President Todisco NO REPORT
COMMENT:
Councilman Nierstedt mentioned complaints he has received outside public establishments with regard to cigarette butts.  He suggested they be required to put out disposals and be enforced to clean up after smokers.  He suggested the code be amended to require a disposal device and that the businesses be required to clean up.  Chief Underhill said littering is part of the code and perhaps code does not need to be amended.  Councilman Nierstedt asked the chief for suggestion.  Chief Underhill said they address it as they see it.  Mayor Quattrocchi referred the matter to laws and license.

STREETS AND ROADS/ECOLOGY: Councilman Nierstedt , Chr.
Thanked the Clerk for getting the newsletter out.  The leaf bags are required and that was in the newsletter.  He stated the bags are free and you can be picked up at the DPW yard.  A meeting is scheduled with DPW Superintendent on October 16th at 8:00 to meet with NJ Transit concerning the possibility of installing pigeon netting under the Center St. bridge. He is seeking what the cost would be.
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli.

FIRE:   Councilman Mathieu, Chr. 
For the month of September there were a total of 12 incidents, including 5 mutual aid calls for a total of 101 man-hours.  Chief Tharaldsen has negotiated a Shared Equipment Agreement with Union County for the purpose of using a County owned, registered and insured ladder truck for the Garwood Fire Department.  In exchange for housing the ladder truck in Garwood, the borough will be able to use the truck for emergency responses in the borough when it is not in use at the Union County Fire Academy.  The borough will be responsible for day to day maintenance of the truck, while more major repairs will remain the responsibility of Union County.  The Fire Committee unanimously recommends the adoption of Resolution 13-321 authorizing the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to enter into an agreement memorializing the terms and conditions of this shared equipment arrangement.
Report received and spread across the minutes, recommendation contained therein be adopted by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Nierstedt.

FINANCE: 	Council President Todisco, Chr.	NO REPORT

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:  Councilman Blaufeder, Chr. NO REPORT

LAWS AND LICENSES: Councilwoman Palmer, Chr. NO REPORT

RECREATION:   Councilman Petruzzelli, Chr. NO REPORT

COMMITTEE ON AGING:  Councilwoman Palmer NO REPORT

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE:  Councilman Mathieu
The Garwood Public Library will host a live radio style version of “Sorry, Wrong Number”, on Tuesday, October 15th, at 7:00 PM. This rendition of “Sorry, Wrong Number” will be presented by the cast of Raconteur Radio Company from Metuchen. Productions are staged around (and amplified by) a standing, fully functioning, art deco "fat boy" microphone with a vintage chrome grill and will feature theatrical lighting, costumes, and extensive sound effects.  Registration is required for this event and can be done in person at the Library, by phone at 908-789-1670, or at the Library’s interactive calendar page found on their website youseemore.com/garwood.  The staff wishes to remind residents that the Library will be a voting place for Districts 3 and 4 on Wednesday, October 16th, from 6AM to 8PM, however library business will not begin until 9:00 AM.   Please plan your library visit accordingly.  The Library will be closed on Monday, October 14th in recognition of Columbus Day.
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Nierstedt.

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Palmer NO REPORT

CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS LIAISON:
Council President Todisco
I would like to repeat my announcement from our last meeting that the Celebrations Committee will be conducting the Second Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest on Saturday, October 26th from 4-5pm and take place outside of Lincoln School on Second Avenue. The street will be blocked for this event, which will be going on just prior to the Trick or Trunk event run by the PTA. Residents of all ages will be able to submit a pre-carved or decorated pumpkin for judging. All participants will receive a full size candy bar and have the chance of winning either a First or Second Place Prize for their age group. The 5 age groups will be from Pre-K to 1st Grade, 2nd to 4th Grade, 5th to 8th Grade, High School, and Adult. First place winners will receive a $25 Dunkin Donuts gift card and second place winners will receive a $10 Dunkin Donuts gift card. I hope to see everyone there
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Councilman Petruzzelli, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.

UNION COUNTY AIR TRAFFIC NOISE ADVISORY BOARD REPRESENTATIVE:
Councilman Mathieu NO REPORT

ATHLETIC FIELD COMPLEX PROJECT COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE:
Councilman Petruzzelli 
The monthly construction meeting was held Oct. 2 at borough hall. In attendance were the professionals for the project, borough administrator and Mayor Quattrocchi and representatives for Flanagan’s Construction.  Discussion took place on the electric and water service to the site and the continuation of the walking path on the east side of Myrtle.  Progress is being made on the soil removal and we received notification on where the soil is being disposed of.  Additionally being worked on at the site: All building foundation work is now complete  All deck foundations are now in place  The next monthly construction  meeting will be Oct. 17th in borough hall at 11:30am
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.
COMMENT: Councilman Mathieu inquired with regard to the construction schedule.  Councilman Petruzzelli replied the issues causing delay are being resolved and that he checks daily and has notice things are picking up.  Council President Todisco mentioned that she spoke to a neighbor in the area and it seems things are picking up.  Mayor Quattrocchi mentioned she visits often and noticed things are picking up.   
 

OFFICER’S REPORTS:
Len DiStefano, Zoning Code Official: Monthly Report for September 2013

The foregoing reports were adopted as submitted by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli.  All Ayes. 


PUBLIC COMMENT:

Angelo Alimonti, 321 Hemlock commented the Mayor and Council for receiving the ladder truck at no cost.  He commented on the leaf pick up program. Councilman Mathieu commented that the fire chief is the one who should be recognized for his efforts.

Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue asked if the complex is behind schedule.  Councilman Petruzzelli said it was delayed on the onset because of sandy but it is delayed further because of other issues.  Councilman Petruzzelli said the contractor has been requested to supply an updated schedule at the next construction meeting.  He asked about the soil removal and Councilman Petruzzelli answered some soil has been removed however more needs to be removed.  He explained the location has to be approved by the LSRP.  He mentioned generally the RSVP rep provides a report this time of year.  Mayor Quattrocchi said she will ask the representative.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
“Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.”

RESOLUTION NO. 13-316
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to refund 2012 taxes on the following property.
SUCCESSFUL TAX COURTAPPEAL:
BLOCK		LOT		NAME & ADDRESS			  AMOUNT	
211                     8&9                  OLESKY, EVELYN&OLESKY, ROBERT       	    $5,707.73
            	        		         31 NORTH AVENUE, GARWOOD, N.J.
211                      10	         OLESKY, EVELYN A.	          		     $4,259.50	
       			         15 NORTH AVENUE, GARWOOD, N.J.
EXPLANTATION:  THIS REFUND REFLECTS A SUCCESSFUL TAX COURT
APPEAL FOR 2012 TAXES.  ALL TAXES DUE FOR 2012 HAVE BEEN PAID.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-317
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Municipal Clerk to sign the FRA Technologies 2013-2014 Maintenance Contract for the Animal Licensing Software.  Cost not to exceed $600.00.  Contract with FR Associates, 499 Ernston Road, Suite B-8, Parlin, NJ 08856
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize the Municipal Clerk to utilize one service call for the installation of updates, cost not to exceed $225.00.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-318
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the upgrading of Dispatcher Cassandra Crooks from Class IV Dispatcher to Class III Dispatcher at the salary of $28,825.00,   effective November 5, 2013.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-319
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey authorized the Municipal Clerk to advertised for bids on September 18, 2013, FOR THE FURNISHING AND INSTALLATION OF ONE (1) STAINLESS STEEL V-BOX SPREADER SYSTEM WITH SYSTEM CONTROLS AND ONE (1) MANUAL TILT HITCH AND TRIP EDGE POWER REVERSIBLE STEEL SNOWPLOW WITH SYSTEM CONTROLS FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD; and
WHEREAS, four bids were received, one in the total amount of twenty-nine thousand one hundred sixty-eight dollars ($29,168.00) from Cliffside Body Corp., one in the total amount of twenty-nine thousand six hundred fifty-four dollars ($29,654.00) from Bristol Donald Co., Inc., one in the total amount of thirty-five thousand seven-hundred ninety-seven dollars ($35,797.00) from Trius, Inc., and one in the total amount of thirty-six thousand six-hundred seventy dollars ($36,670.00) from DeJana Truck of Greater Philadelphia; and
WHEREAS, both the Cliffside Body Corp., bid and the Bristol Donald Co., Inc., bid have been determined upon review by the Superintendent of Public Works and the Borough Attorney to be nonconforming to the bidding documents and specifications; and
WHEREAS, Trius, Inc., 458 Johnson Avenue, Bohemia, NY, 11716, was determined to be the lowest responsible bidder for furnishing said equipment by submitting a grand total bid amount of thirty-five thousand seven-hundred ninety-seven dollars ($35,797.00).
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood that the contract is hereby awarded to Trius, Inc., for the bid amount of thirty-five thousand seven-hundred ninety-seven dollars ($35,797.00).
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute an agreement in the form approved by the Borough Attorney.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-320
WHEREAS, Local Finance Notice 2013-20 requires municipalities to complete and submit “Best Practice Inventory Worksheet” to determine the final 5% allocation of State Aid entitlement; and
WHEREAS, in accordance with LFN 2013-20 the completed form must be an agenda item for discussion at a public meeting of the Mayor and Council.  The Municipal Clerk is required to certify that the inventory was presented to the Governing Body for public discussion.  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby acknowledge receipt of the Best Practices Worksheet CY 2013; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOVED, that the Municipal Clerk and Chief Financial Officer be and are hereby authorized to sign and submit the CY2013 Best Practice Inventory Worksheet after public discussion at the meeting of the Mayor and Council held on Tuesday, October 8, 2013.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-321
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood desire to enter into a shared service agreement with the County of Union for the purpose of Ladder Truck Usage and Storage for the Garwood Fire Department in the Borough of Garwood; and
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to sign the agreement with the County of Union for the purpose of Ladder Truck Usage and Storage for the Garwood Fire Department.


A motion to adopt Consent Agenda was made by Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli, whereupon Mayor Quattrocchi directed Roll Call, Council President Todisco-Aye, Councilman Blaufeder-Aye,  Councilman Mathieu-Aye, Councilman Nierstedt-Aye, Councilwoman Palmer-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye.  All Ayes. Consent Agenda Adopted.


RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:

NONE

NEW BUSINESS:

Any new business the Mayor and Council may have:
PROCLAMATIONS:
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month-October 2013
Put the Brakes on Fatalities Day-October 10, 2013
Red Ribbon Week-October 23rd through 31st 2013


PAYMENT OF CLAIMS

A motion by Council President Todisco to introduce the following resolution:
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BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified.

Motion duly seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli, whereupon Mayor Quattrocchi directed Roll Call, Council President Todisco-Aye, Councilman Blaufeder-Aye, Councilman Mathieu-Aye, Councilman Nierstedt-Aye, Councilwoman Palmer-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye. All Ayes

Mayor Quattrocchi announced the next meeting we will have a briefing with OEM and 
procedures.

At 8:38 p.m. motion was made by Council President Todisco to go into Executive Session: 
EXECUTIVE RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, Section Three (3) of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 permits the exclusion of the Public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and
WHEREAS, this public body is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exists; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to discuss:

Attorney Client Privilege
Potential Litigation AFC Contract
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the public be excluded from this meeting:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the subject matter of this meeting will be released when the reasons for discussion and action on it in closed session no longer exists.

Motion duly seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli to adopt Executive Resolution, whereupon Mayor Quattrocchi directed Roll Call, Council President Todisco-Aye, Councilman Blaufeder-Aye, Councilman Mathieu-Aye, Councilman Nierstedt-Aye, Councilwoman Palmer-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye.  6-Ayes.

At 9:21p.m., a motion was made by Council President Todisco seconded by Councilman Nierstedt to resume the regular order of business and the regular meeting resumed.


ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Quattrocchi announced the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2013, in Council Chambers at 7:15 p.m.   Workshop Session to start at 7:00 p.m.

At 9:22 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.   All Ayes.
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						CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, Municipal Clerk
						Borough of Garwood
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