
Borough of Garwood 
Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

MINUTES 
September 27, 2016 

 
START: 8:22 p.m. 
Moment of Silence.................................... 
Salute to the Flag....................................... 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Westfield Leader and Union County Local Source, 
advertised on January 7, 2016, notification was sent to the Star Ledger and prominently posted on the 
municipal public bulletin board and filed in the office of the municipal clerk informing the Public of the time 
and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975). 

 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Lombardo  P   
Councilwoman Cuccaro P Councilman Sarno   P 
Councilman Martin  P Councilwoman Todisco  P 
Councilman Mathieu  P Council President Petruzzelli   P 

 
 
MINUTES: 
Regular and Workshop Minutes of the Mayor and Council held on September 13, 2016. 
 
Motion: Councilwoman Todisco, Second: Councilman Sarno to accept minutes as presented. 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 

1) NEW JERSEY STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES – 
a. Mayor’s Advisory – 

i. 09/12/16, RE: Weekly Update 
ii. 09/16/16, RE: Weekly Update 
iii. 09/23/16, RE: Transportation Trust Fund 

2) BRUCE PATERSON – 09/22/16, RE: Re-development Ordinance 16-15  
3) YOLANDA BRASON-SUMMER – 09/23/16, RE: Request for a bus stop 
4) TOWNSHIP OF CLARK – 09/23/16, RE: Resolution 16-108 concerning Transportation Trust 

Fund 
5) RAHWAY VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY – 09/13/2016, RE: The Rahway Valley 

Sewerage Authority has scheduled two Personnel Committee Meetings 
6) RAHWAY VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY – 09/23/2016, RE: Minutes of the meetings 

held on August 18, 2016 
ALL RECEIVED AND FILED 

 
 

ORDINANCES: 
INTRODUCTION: 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 16-16 by title only: 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-16 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §34-3 (SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS) IN 
ARTICLE I (ESTABLISHMENT, ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION) IN 
CHAPTER 34 (POLICE DEPARTMENT) AND ARTICLE VI (CIVILIAN POLICE 
DISPATCHERS) IN CHAPTER 34 (POLICE DEPARTMENT) OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO REVISE PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SPECIAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND CIVILIAN POLICE DISPATCHERS.  

 
Motion: Councilwoman Todisco, Second: Councilman Petruzzelli to introduce Ordinance 16-16. 
Roll Call:  
Councilwoman Cuccaro AYE  Councilman Sarno   AYE   
Councilman Martin  AYE  Councilwoman Todisco  AYE  
Councilman Mathieu  AYE  Council President Petruzzelli   AYE 
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COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
POLICE:  Councilman Sarno, Chr.     NO REPORT 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH: Councilwoman Cuccaro 
1/ Westfield Board of health is now responsible zika virus testing by state mandate.  They will be prioritizing based on at risk 
patients. 
Independent Labs is now going to be doing testing for at risk people.  
2/ There have been 122 cases of zika virus confirmed in NJ via airborne transmittal and 2 sexually transmitted. 
3/ Union county Mosquito control has been extremely pro active and has done an excellent job of spraying and educating people 
to the dangers and risks of this virus. Especially prevalent is stagnant water; they can breed in something as small as a bottle 
cap 
4/Fanwood is going to be having a free rabies clinic at La Grande Park for dogs and cats. There was no date given at the last 
meeting so for further information call up the Board of Health in Westfield for date and times. 
5/”Be hard headed” helmet safety campaign, sponsored by Children’s specialized hospital has acquired 48 helmets that they had 
on order. Thus far out of this batch of helmets 4 have been distributed. 
6/ Be aware of lead paint when windows are being replaced, there was an instance of lead poisoning in Garwood and the BOH 
determined that it came from window replacement. So please be aware if you are having the windows replaced it must be done 
with the proper precautions.  Make sure the company you are using utilizes a Hepa vacuum for any air borne particles. Most 
window replacement companies do not take this extra measure, but it something to be aware of.  
7/ Blood pressure screening. I brought to the attention a few weeks ago that the senior group was requesting blood pressure 
screening twice a month if possible, currently it is done once per month at the FD. I spoke to Megan about this from the BOH as 
they organize this. The cost of coming twice a month was discussed and it would be an extra 38 dollars.  
After much discussion, Joan VanNatta and Eileen Kufta made a great suggestion that, as they are both registered nurses they 
would be willing to do the second screening at Borough hall for anyone in Garwood that wants to have it done. All ages 
welcome..Thank you ladies for offering your services to this worthy cause. It will probably be done in the evening possibly at 7:00 
PM. Megan Avallone said they would be happy to supply cards to pass out so everyone can keep track of their readings. She 
also said they would advertise in the paper and websites. A great public service with no added cost to the taxpayers. I will keep 
you posted when this will begin as soon as everything is coordinated.  
8/ Quik check was fined for someone selling tobacco to an underage person. Be aware that spot inspections are being set up in 
all establishments that sell tobacco. 

 
STREETS AND ROADS/ECOLOGY: Councilman Petruzzelli, Chr. 
Reoccurring Activities 

 Complete regular public works services including residential pickup(s) of household waste, brush/grass and white 
goods. 

 Setup and take down the tables/chairs for the seniors events at the firehouse on the first (1st) and third (3rd) Thursday 
of the month. 

 Check and treat reoccurring problem sewer lines for roots on a weekly basis.   

 Perform maintenance on miscellaneous public works vehicle and equipment as needed. 

 Clean up the litter and debris throughout the grounds at the Sports and Recreation Complex on a daily basis. 

 Pick up the debris/litter from both sides of the underpass sidewalks on Center Street and Kennedy Plaza. 

 Mow, trim and maintain all municipal owned properties and parks on a weekly basis. 

 Repair broken street and traffic signs in various locations of the Borough. 

 Remove the debris from the tops of all stormwater drainage inlets on the North and South side of the Borough 
numerous times throughout the period due to heavy rains. 

 Continue to weed the sidewalk area along the municipal building fronting Center Street/South Avenue and along 
Center Street between North and South Avenue(s) on a regular basis. 

 Continue to weed the landscaping mulch beds and surrounding areas at the Sports and Recreation Complex on a 
regular basis.  Remove the debris from all walkways, decks, bleachers and the basketball court within the complex on 
a regular basis. 

Miscellaneous Activities 

 Perform miscellaneous pothole repairs on the North and South sides of the Borough.  Two (2) tons of hot mix asphalt 
were used for the repairs 

 Continue to address residential Shade Tree pruning and removal requests that are accessible with the Borough 
owned bucket truck. 

 Continue to elevate shade trees throughout the Borough along miscellaneous Borough streets to allow for larger 
vehicle travel such as public works vehicles. 

 Continue to install new street signs in various locations to replace the old illegible signs in accordance with a list 
compiled by the Garwood Police Department. 

 Spackle/paint the wall and install new molding in the conference room from the recent mold remediation project.  
Assemble the new chairs for the conference table.   

 
FIRE:   Councilwoman Cuccaro, Chr.     NO REPORT 
 
FINANCE:  Councilwoman Todisco, Chr.  NO REPORT 
 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:  Councilman Mathieu, Chr. 
The conference room is completed.  The mold was remediated and the room has been tested and is free of mold.  10 new chairs 
have been purchased and new carpeting has been installed.  The wall was painted by members of the DPW.  The total cost was 
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approximately $5,800.00. The matter is covered under insurance and it is expected that the claim will be covered minus the 
$1,000.00 deductible.  The cost is much cheaper than we had originally anticipated when we first learned of this problem. 

 
LAWS AND LICENSES: Councilman Martin, Chr. NO REPORT 
 
RECREATION:   Councilman Martin Chr. NO REPORT 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON:  Councilwoman Cuccaro 
1/ I wanted to thank Lulu from Santander bank for supplying apple turnovers at our senior meeting last month, as well as lots of 
pens. 
2/ Welcome to new member Carol Hart  
3/we are still trying to coordinate a day when the girl scouts can come to the senior meeting. We are going to try for possibly over 
holiday break or parent teachers conferences. If a day cannot be accommodated, the girl scouts may be able to make some 
crafty things to hand out. 
4/ Thank you to Walter and Toni Sosnowsky for stopping by. Walter made a nice presentation about household tips. He 
distributed a great handout. Baking soda is the most underutilized product in your house, it does everything. He also spoke about 
scams that target seniors and to please be diligent 
5/ Our sunshine girl that reads a poem every meeting said she is short on greeting cards of all types. So if anyone has any they 
would like to donate, that would be wonderful.  
6/ I wanted to thank Mary Wanca and her niece Mary Jane. We just closed on her house today and as we were going through for 
the last few weeks cleaning out. I saw a huge box of greeting cards, I told her about the senior need for them. And now we were 
able to replenish this need for years to come. Thank you again. 

 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE:  Councilman Petruzzelli  
Tonight, I am at the Libraries of Union County Consortium (LUCC) Reception taking place at the Summit Library. We will be 
honoring many people who make a positive impact on libraries in Union County. One of those people is Garwood resident, Karla 
Quinones Ruggiero. She will be honored as volunteer of the year for her service to the library in offering ESL classes, knitting 
classes, adult education and donating laptop computers through her organization Adelante Alliance. Sorry you all couldn’t make 
it. Maybe next year the reception won’t be on a council meeting night. 
October 5th is the beginning of Brixology. Brixology is a seven week STEM program. Each Wednesday, kids in 3rd grade and up, 
will use LEGO bricks to build different engineering themed projects. They will explore engineering fields including:  mechanical, 
structural, aerospace, nautical, and bioengineering and get to take home their creations. This program is funded by a grant from 
the Union County Freeholders. 
On October 7th the Library will be visited by Michelangelo the miniature therapy horse.  Michelangelo usually visits residents at 
assisted living facilities/nursing homes/group homes and students at schools for children with special needs.  Children at the 
library on the 7th will learn about miniature horses, what they eat, and where they live.  Michelangelo has a picture book that has 
recently been published about him - Michelangelo, The Little Therapy Horse - which will be available for purchase for 
$10.  Children can have a photo taken with the “author” (Michelangelo) and the opportunity to pet and visit. Michelangelo is 
provided to us through Hope’s Promise Farm. Their mission is to provide physical, mental and emotional therapy to a wide range 
of children and adults with disabilities through Equine activities.  
The Library will also continue with its regular programs including: 
Kids Craft – Thursday, September 29th at 3:00pm 
Knitting Club – Every Monday and Thursday at 10:30am 
Bilingual Knitting Class – Every Tuesday at 10:00am 
Story Time - Every Wednesday at 10:30am,  
Schoolhouse Chess – Every Wednesday at 3:00pm through Nov 1st 
Movie Time - Every Friday at 10:00 am  
Adult Craft – Tuesday October 18th @ 6:00pm 
Lego Club   - Thursday, Oct 13th and 27th at 3:00pm 
As a reminder, the Library is now open on Saturdays from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, with the convenient book drop open 24/7.   
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON:  Councilman Sarno 
The school board met last week on September 20th and approved Superintendent Teresa Quigley’s proposed merit goals for the 
2016-2017 school year. The goals, which were not released at the meeting, are still awaiting approval from Union County 
Superintendent’s office. 
The board also approved the hiring of consultant Renee LaPrete to assist on a per diem basis with teacher evaluations at the 
salary of $525 a day and not to exceed $15,000. 
The eight grade class at Lincoln School eighth-grade class held a car wash fundraiser on Saturday from 9 to 12, at the school on 
Second Avenue, and raised over a thousand dollars – great job! 
Furthermore, the 8th grade class is also selling boosters for the eighth-grade play, Friday, November 18, and Saturday, 
November 19.  
The next meeting of the board is scheduled for Tuesday, October 18, at Lincoln School. 
That’s all for my report 
 
CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS LIAISON: 
Councilwoman Todisco 
Thank you, Mayor. The Celebrations Committee met last week and planned its upcoming October events. There will be a 
Halloween House Decorating Contest. Please register your house by October 14th by emailing 
garwoodcelebrations@garwood.org with your address so that the judges will be sure to take a look at your decorations. The 
Pumpkin Decorating Contest will take place on Saturday, October 29th at 5pm next to the PTA sponsored Trick or Trunk at the 
Lincoln School and First Aid Squad parking lots. Prizes will be given. That’s all for my report, Mayor.  

mailto:garwoodcelebrations@garwood.org
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UNION COUNTY AIR TRAFFIC NOISE ADVISORY BOARD REPRESENTATIVE: 
Councilman Mathieu 
We had our meeting yesterday.  Our chairman Jerry Feder is submitting a request for a Part 150 Noise Study to the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey for our area of New Jersey south of Newark are exceeding the allowable noise levels for 
our area and requests that the Port Authority to confirm that fact and engage in abating it. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE: Councilwoman Todisco NO REPORT 
 
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE:   Councilwoman Todisco  NO REPORT 
 
 

OFFICER’S REPORTS: 
Chief of Police Bruce Underhill: monthly reports for the month of August 2016 

Motion: Councilman Sarno, Second: Councilwoman Todisco to accept Officer’s reports. 
 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the mayor and council please step to the 
microphone, sign in and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to three minutes. 
 
Jen Blumenstock, 315 Spruce Avenue mentioned the speeding on Fourth Avenue.  She suggested maybe 
speed tables be looked into. 
 
Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue asked about the communications being sent to council. 
 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) 

“Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a single motion; any items 
requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion 
will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.” 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-271 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize the 
Borough Administrator/Clerk to prepare a Request for Proposals for professional auditing consulting services for 2016 audit, 
financial and debt statements and the 2017 budget preparation process in the Borough of Garwood. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk be and is hereby authorized to solicit proposals for the above services in 
accordance with law. 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-272 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby authorize the 
Borough Administrator/Clerk to sign the yearly service maintenance contract for closed circuit television surveillance system in 
the Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex at an annual cost of $1,663.20 with: 
    RFP Solutions, Inc. 
    10-F Greenwood Avenue 
    West Deptford, NJ 08096 
TERM: November 1, 2016 – October 31, 2017 

 
Motion: Councilwoman Todisco, Second: Councilman Petruzzelli to adopt Consent Agenda. 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Cuccaro AYE  Councilman Sarno   AYE   
Councilman Martin  AYE  Councilwoman Todisco  AYE  
Councilman Mathieu  AYE  Council President Petruzzelli   AYE 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
RESOLUTION NO. 16-273 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize the 
Borough Administrator/Clerk to prepare a Request for Proposals for Real Estate Appraisal Services for 2016-2017. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk be and is hereby authorized to solicit proposals for the above services in 
accordance with law. 

          
Motion: Councilwoman Cuccaro, Second: Councilwoman Todisco to adopt Resolution 16-273  
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Discussion: NONE 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Cuccaro AYE  Councilman Sarno   AYE   
Councilman Martin  AYE  Councilwoman Todisco  AYE  
Councilman Mathieu  ABSTAIN Council President Petruzzelli   AYE 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
PROCLAMATION: 
Fire Prevention Week: October 9 – 15, 2016 
 
Statement by Mayor Lombardo: 
I am in receipt of Mr. Paul Nieves resignation from the Planning Board and the Recreation Commission.  
Colonel Nieves, a member of the U.S, Army Reserve, has been called to active duty for one year, stationed 
in North Carolina. 
On the Planning Board, I will be elevating Steve Napolitano to Alternate #2 and John Malcolm to Alternate 
#3.  

 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS: 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when 
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 

 
Motion: Councilwoman Todisco, Second: Councilman Martin to adopt Payment of Claims Resolution.  
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Cuccaro AYE  Councilman Sarno   AYE   
Councilman Martin  AYE  Councilwoman Todisco  AYE  
Councilman Mathieu  AYE  Council President Petruzzelli   AYE 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2016, in Council 
Chambers at 7:15 p.m.   Workshop Session to start at 7:00 p.m. 
 
THERE WILL BE A PUBLIC HEARING IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS, ON ORDINANCE NO. 16-16, ON 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2016, AT 7:15 P.M. OR SOON THERE AFTER 
 
Motion: Councilwoman Cuccaro, Second: Councilman Martin to adjourn. 
Time: 8:49 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, Municipal Clerk 
Borough of Garwood 


