
Borough of Garwood 
Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

January 26, 2016 
 

 
Start Time: 7:51 
Moment of Silence, followed by a Salute to the Flag. 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Westfield Leader, and UC Local Source, advertised on 
January 7, 2016, notification was sent to the Star Ledger and prominently posted on the municipal public 
bulletin board and filed in the office of the municipal clerk informing the Public of the time and place 
according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975). 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Lombardo  P  
Councilwoman Cuccaro P  Councilman Sarno   P 
Councilman Martin  P  Councilwoman Todisco  P 
Councilman Mathieu  P  Council President Petruzzelli  P 
 
Also present: Borough Administrator/Clerk Christina M Ariemma, and Borough Attorney Robert F. Renaud. 
 
 
MINUTES: 
Regular, Workshop and Executive Session Minutes of the Mayor and Council held on January 12, 2016 
A motion to accept meeting minutes was made by Councilwoman Todisco, seconded by Councilman 
Sarno. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 

1) NEW JERSEY STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES – 
a. Mayor’s Advisory – 

i. 01/11/16, RE: Weekly Update 
ii. 01/14/16, RE: URGENT ALERT 
iii. 01/14/16, RE: Daily Update 
iv. 01/14/16, RE: Daily Update 
v. 01/19/16, RE: Weekly Update 
vi. 01/19/16, RE: Daily Update 
vii. 01/20/16, RE: Daily Update 
viii. 01/21/16, RE: The Open Public Meeting Act Webinar 
ix. 01/22/16, RE: Daily Update 
x. 01/22/16, RE: Daily Update 

2) BRUCE PATERSON – 01/07/2016, RE: Memo from Bruce Paterson concerning density in the 
development of North and South Avenue 

3) KEITH SLUKA, 01/12/16, RE: Council member stipends. 
4) TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD – 01/15/16, RE: Ordinance 2016-01 
5) RAHWAY VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY – 01/14/16, RE: Minutes of the meeting held 

on October 15, 2015. 
6) GARWOOD PLANNING BOARD – 01/21/16, RE: Minutes of the meeting held on December 1, 

2016, December 9, 2016 and Year End Report. 
All received and filed. 
 
 
ORDINANCES: 
NONE 
 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
POLICE:  Councilman Sarno, Chr. 
Best of Luck again to Officer Pridy on his new journey! 
Winter Storm Jonas arrived with a sustained blast of snow.   Fortunately there were  
•    No reported downed trees  
•    No power outages 
•    No motor vehicle accidents 



  Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
January 26, 2016 

Page 2 of 6 
 

•    No injuries or related medical calls.    
•   We had 95+% compliance with LO 21-6 which covers off street parking for snow removal.  Never the less, 10 summons were 
issued & 7 cars needed to be towed (towing allowed by ordinance and backed by declared State of Emergency). 
We regret the tickets and tows, but pleased that our notification efforts gained nearly total compliance.  Additionally, the Police 
Departments Website had over 200 visits between Saturday and Monday morning as a location for residents to go for local 
information and updates.  The Chief has been in contact with the DPW administrator, to assist in coordinating clean-up efforts.  
At this point we appear to be on track. 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH: Councilwoman Cuccaro 
1/ Budget Discussion 
2/ 3 year contract proposal with Westfield Health Dept. 
3/ Garwood food establishment has been sited multiple times for health violations, they have been closed previously for 2 days. 
Proposal is being made that if there are any further violations they will consider a 5 day closure. Warnings and fines have not 
deterred them. 
4/ Resolution to implement a fees for site plan review as it relates to food establishments 
5/ Flu vaccines are way down as there are other places to receive them, considering partnering up with Walgreens as the biggest 
vendor to supply vaccines instead. 

 
STREETS AND ROADS/ECOLOGY: Councilman Petruzzelli, Chr. 
Reoccurring Activities 
•Perform residential household waste pickup twice weekly on the North and South side(s) of the Borough on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. Dispose of all materials at the Covanta Incinerator in Rahway. 
•Fuel all vehicles and equipment at the Union County Public Works complex in Scotch Plains as needed throughout the week. 
•Provide residential white good/appliance pickup at various times weekly throughout the Borough. 
•Setup and take down the tables/chairs for the seniors events at the firehouse on the first (1st) and third (3rd) Thursday of the 
month. 
•Check and treat reoccurring problem sewer lines for roots on a weekly basis.   
•Perform maintenance on miscellaneous public works vehicle and equipment as needed.   
•Remove miscellaneous road side debris along North and South Avenue(s). 
Miscellaneous Activities 
•Remove the lighted holiday decorations from the utility poles along areas of North Avenue and Center Street. 
•Clean up and remove the leaves from the dead end of 4th Avenue. 
•Install the snow plows on all public works vehicles and equipment in preparation of forecasted inclement weather. 
•Continue to install the residential permit parking signs in various areas of the Borough. 
•Perform holiday tree pickup on both sides of the Borough every Wednesday.  Dispose of the trees in the Fanwood Recycling 
Center. 
•Perform deicing on Borough streets, parking lots, school crossings and sidewalks during the small winter event on January 17th.   
•Continue to clean and organize the entire garage area. 
Snow Removal Operations 
1.Public Works employees worked a total of 199 man hours of overtime for snow removal during and after the snow storm on 
January 22nd to January 24th.  This time includes the following activities: 
•Deicing of all Borough streets/parking lots before and after the storm 
•Deicing of all Borough sidewalks/school crossing(s) before and after the storm at various times. 
•Plowing all Borough streets, parking lots and Borough owned sidewalks during and after the storm.   
•Travel to the Union County Public Works Facility and load each truck with deicing materials (salt) before/after the storm as 
needed. 
2.Public Works employees worked a total of 28 hours of regular time and a total of 60.5 man hours of overtime for snow removal 
on January 25th to January 26th.  This time includes the following activities: 
•Remove snow from various intersections where site distance is limited due to stockpiled snow. 
•Remove snow from all school crossings throughout the Borough. 
•Remove snow from along the school drop off zone on 2nd avenue.  
•Remove snow from the Borough Hall municipal parking lot parking spaces where the length of the parking spaces were 
minimized due to stockpiled snow.  Shovel drifting snow from the outside of the emergency exits at Borough Hall.   
•Remove snow from along the northbound and southbound curb lines of the Center Street underpass. 

 
FIRE:   Councilwoman Cuccaro, Chr. read the following report  
1/ Participated in a CPR training certification class, very informative and well done by Emmett as the trainer. 
2/ Took photos of the class in action. 
3/Many thanks to all of our workers in Garwood paid and volunteer for the outstanding job they did for all of us in this blizzard, 
including the FD who was at the fire house from 6AM Saturday morning through Sunday morning.  

 
FINANCE:  Councilwoman Todisco, Chr.  
Thank you, Mayor. The Finance Committee met with the CFO this past Thursday to discuss the state of the Borough’s Finance 
Department, specifically in regard to tax collection. We unanimously recommend Resolution 16-147 on tonight’s Consent 
Agenda, which makes the tax clerk who was hired on a temporary basis effective last December 1st a regular part-time employee 
and plan to continue to monitor the workload and staffing. That’s all for my report, Mayor.  

 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:  Councilman Mathieu, Chr. no report 
 
LAWS AND LICENSES: Councilman Martin, Chr.  
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The Laws and License Committee met last week to discuss the matter of health benefits for elected officials who were 
grandfathered in and at the time it was being reviewed by our Borough Attorney. The Borough Attorney has since gotten back to 
the Mayor and Council on this matter and the determination has been made that it is required to provide health benefits to 
councilpeople who were serving prior to May 21, 2010 and continuously serving since. The State Legislature passed this health 
care law in 2010 and created this provision for grandfather. The Laws and License Committee will be meeting in the near future 
to discuss the Attorney's assessment of the situation and to discuss options for the Borough moving forward in regard to health 
care for elected officials.   

 
RECREATION:   Councilman Martin Chr. no report 
 
COMMITTEE ON AGING:  Councilwoman Cuccaro 
1/ Spoke to Paulette on multiple occasions, she is working on getting ceramics and crafts class back, will follow up again as she 
is away on Vacation for 2 weeks. 
2/ renaming the committee title I think the Committee for Seniors would be good. 
3/ A lot of our neighbors had issues when they called 911 for an ambulance that they were sending one from totally out of the 
area, and they were getting charged anywhere from 700-3000 dollars. That would be totally unacceptable for folks on a fixed 
budget. Audrey K was going to have a speaker come in and discuss what can be done about that. 
Is there anyway that we can bring our First aid squad up online and active again. It seems like our most vulnerable are the most 
susceptible to this type of thing. 

 

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE:  Councilman Petruzzelli  
The Library was plowed out and ready for business Monday, January 25th at 9:00am. We had many visitors happy to see we 
were open.  
The new programs: Color Me Calm and the Parent/Child Knitting Club are quite popular. On Thursday, January 21st we had 
another successful Lego Club. After each child finished their dinosaur themed creation they got to speak about it. All the 
creations were put in the display case at the library till the next club meets.  Next month, a “car” themed club will be followed by 
an exciting Garwood Lego Derby. Lego club is so popular; we are heeding requests for a second session. Starting in February, 
the Library will be offering the Lego club two times a month. 
This month was a record month for hits on our Library Facebook page. A picture of each Lego creation was posted. That created 
a stir with the kids and parents. The biggest draw was our new Throwback Thursday posts. On Thursdays we have been posting 
historic pictures of Garwood. This past Thursday we posted a picture of the Garwood Fire Department, softball team, circa 1967.  
We average about 100 hits a week. Last week we had 1,470 hits.  
We continue to offer many ongoing programs at the Library including: Book Clubs, Toddler Story Time, Kid and Adult Crafts, 
and Friday Morning Movies. All these programs are free. Please visit Garwood Library’s Facebook page, or our website 
located at youseemore.com/Garwood for more information of these programs. 
The Garwood Library is open (weather permitting) Monday through Thursday from 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM, Fridays from 9:00 AM to 
4:30 PM, and Saturdays from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.   

 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON:  Councilman Sarno 
Thank you Mayor, The Board of Ed met Tuesday night January 19th for their regularly scheduled meeting.  The meeting began 
with a statemandated presentation by Board Attorney John Geppert reviewing New Jersey’s ethics laws for school board 
members. Then the meeting continued and it was announced that long-time second grade teacher Kathy O’Connor will be 
retiring at the end of the 2016 school year.  Dr. Quigley held her in high regard and referred to her as a phenomenal teacher.   
We wish her well in her last few months here! 
Furthermore, Buildings and Grounds and Finance Committee Chairwoman Susan Groning disclosed that the committee will 
begin meetings in February to start the budget compilation process, with a Wednesday, March 16, submission date for county 
approval and a Tuesday, May 3, presentation to the public. 
There are also two fundraisers going on regarding the Education Foundation of Garwood.  
• The first is February 4th from 3pm-9pm at various local businesses which will dedicate 5% of their sales from those 
6hours to the EFG. 
• The second is the Annual EFG Dinner which will be Thursday April 24th from 6pm-9pm at the Westwood. 
On a side note a trip to the New York Stock Exchange was approved at Arthur J and this is something that fondly remembers 
from high school and think is always a great, worthwhile trip.   

 

CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS LIAISON:  Councilwoman Todisco 
The reorganization meeting was held on Weds. January 20th.  The officers for 2016 are: 
Co-Chairman 
Kathy Villaggio 
Carolyn Dunning 
Secretary 
Michele Tortorici 
The proposed calendar of events were scheduled – the first event – Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Bunny will be held on Saturday, 
March 12th at noon, rain date March 13th – at the Garwood Recreation Complex. 
Among the annual events, Celebrations will be bringing back the Christmas House Decorating Contest – as we did last year with 
the Halloween House Decorating contest, if you wish to participate you must register with the Committee. 
The Celebrations Committee will be creating a Facebook page to keep residents informed of the events – the page will be 
administered by two members of the committee – Sue Groning and Rozana Acosta – the name of the page will be Garwood 
Celebrations Committee. 

 
UNION COUNTY AIR TRAFFIC NOISE ADVISORY BOARD REPRESENTATIVE: 
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Councilman Mathieu  no report 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE: Councilwoman Todisco no report 
 
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE:   Councilwoman Todisco no report 
 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS: 
Chief of Police Bruce Underhill: monthly report for December 2015 
Municipal Court Administrator Martha Marino: monthly report for December 2015 
 
A motion to accept Officer’s reports was made by Councilwoman Todisco, seconded by Council President 
Petruzzelli 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the mayor and council please step to the 
microphone, sign in and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to three minutes. 
 
Paul Nieves 263 Fourth Avenue commended Councilman Sarno on his police report and commented on 
other storm related matters.  He commented on Police Officer on post in front of school and how difficult the 
drop off area is. 
 
Bill Nierstedt, 320 Hickory Avenue asked about the Board of Health Ordinance and if it was approved.   
 
Andrew Blumenstock, 315 Spruce Avenue commented on a foreclosed home on his street. 
 
Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue mentioned the 10 towed vehicles and related that was very low. He 
commented on the ambulance matter.  He commented on the proposed Redevelopment matter on South 
Avenue.  He commented on the memo he sent to council. 
 
Rich McCormick, 101 Fourth Avenue asked Councilwoman Todisco about park time staffing in Clerk’s 
Office.  He also asked Councilwoman Cuccaro about the ambulance matter. 
 
Mr. Renaud commented on medical emergencies and persons being concerned about fees and charges. 
 
Mike Collins, 238 Second Avenue asked if there is a squad in Garwood.  Answer was there are two 
members.  He suggested the town seek a provider.  Police Chief Underhill said, “Backup is the County and 
they generally respond faster.”  Mayor Lombardo assigned the matter to Councilman Sarno for review. 
   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) 

“Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a single motion; any items 
requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion 
will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.” 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-144 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROCESSING OF STATE TAX COURT JUDGMENT 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue check for State 
Tax Court Judgment on the following property. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following State Tax Court Judgment be processed as noted below: 
Block  Lot  Year  Credit  Property Owner 
501  1.05  2009  $11,353.50 Home Depot#6903 
Total Credit:      $11,353.50 
The total tax appeal credit will be refunded per the stipulation of settlement. 
Make Check Payable to: 
Garippa, Lotz & Giannuario, P.C. 
c/o Gregory Schaffer, Esq. 
Garippa, Lotz & Giannuario,P.C. 
66 Park Street 
Montclair, NJ 07042 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this tax court judgment be processed between the 45th and 60th day from the date of judgment entered 12/18/2015. 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-145 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby directs the transfers of 2015 budget 
appropriations be and they are hereby made: 

2015 Budget Transfer #4 
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Resolution #16-145 

FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount 

 
Assessment of Taxes Contractual Services 5-01-20-150-200-0315 4,300.00 

 
Group Insurance Employer-Active 5-01-23-220-200-1000 12,752.00 

 
Police Equipment Maintenance 5-01-25-240-200-0150 5,700.00 

 
Police Hardware/Software 5-01-25-240-200-0245 2,000.00 

 
Police New Equipment 5-01-25-240-200-0350 1,400.00 

 
Admin & Exec Other Expenses 5-01-20-100-200-0980 100.00 

    
26,252.00 

     TO: 
    

 
Legal Legal Fees-Municipal Atty 5-01-20-155-200-0950 17,052.00 

 
Police S&W OT 5-01-25-240-100-0105 9,100.00 

 
Finance Contractual Svc Fees 5-01-20-130-200-0315 100.00 

 
        

 
        

   
Total 26,252.00 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-146 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize the Borough Administrator/Clerk to sign 
the agreement with Phoenix Advisors, LLC, 4 West Park Street, Bordentown, NJ, 08505 for providing continuing disclosure agent services in accordance with law 
for $950 to include an inclusive fee for up to three (3) outstanding issues, plus $100 for each additional issue for which filings are required.  

RESOLUTION NO. 16-147 
WHEREAS, the council adopted Resolution No. 15-305 on November 24, 2015, hiring Christopher David Houghton as part time Tax Clerk in a temporary 
capacity; and 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that Mr. Houghton be employed as regular part time as Tax Clerk at the hourly rate of $15.00 per hour, hours per week at the 
discretion of and under the direction of Sandy Bruns, CFO/Treasurer/Assistant Administrator/Tax Collector. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that Christopher David Houghton be and is 
changed from temporary part time to regular part time as indicated above; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that his employment is subject to the terms and conditions of employment in the Borough of Garwood, including one-year 
probation commencing January 26, 2016. 

 
Motion Councilwoman Todisco, Second: Council President Petruzzelli to adopt Consent Agenda. 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Cuccaro Aye Councilman Sarno   Aye 
Councilman Martin  Aye Councilwoman Todisco  Aye 
Councilman Mathieu  Aye Council President Petruzzelli   Aye 
Consent agenda was adopted. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:      
NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
NONE 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS: 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when 
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
Developers Escrow Acct: $154.92 Current Acct: $898,781.05 
 
Motion; Councilman Sarno, Second; Councilwoman Todisco, to adopt Payment of Claims Resolution.  
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Cuccaro Aye Councilman Sarno   Aye 
Councilman Martin  Aye Councilwoman Todisco  Aye 
Councilman Mathieu  Aye Council President Petruzzelli   Aye 
 

Ms. Ariemma read: 
RESOLUTION NO. 16-148 

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING LITIGATION ON AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING, NIEDEMAIER vs. THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND PERSONNEL MATTERS REGARDING A PBA GRIEVANCE AND MATTERS OF 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE RELATING TO THE ABOVE AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A., 10:4-12, Closed session, Meetings open to public; 
exclusion of public; subject of matter.  
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood to conduct an executive session closed to the public in order to discuss the 
above listed matter. 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby move to go into executive session in accordance with the provisions 
of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. seq., for the purpose of discussing the subject stated above; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in and minutes of the closed session shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality 
no longer exists. 
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Motion; Councilman Martin, Second; Councilwoman Todisco, to enter Executive Session 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Cuccaro Aye Councilman Sarno   Aye 
Councilman Martin  Aye Councilwoman Todisco  Aye 
Councilman Mathieu  Aye Council President Petruzzelli  Aye 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2016, in Council 
Chambers at 7:15 p.m.   Workshop Session to start at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Motion; Councilman Martin, Second; Councilman Sarno, to adjourn 
Time: 9:48 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
        
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, Municipal Clerk 
Borough of Garwood 


