
BOROUGH of GARWOOD 

 

Regular MINUTES of the 

COUNCIL MEETING 

January 13, 2015 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council was held in Council Chambers and called to order at 7:54 
p.m. by Mayor Lombardo.  He asked all present to participate in a moment of silence, followed by a salute 
to the flag. 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Cranford Chronicle, advertised on January 2, 2015, 
notification was sent to the Star Ledger and prominently posted on the municipal public bulletin board and 
filed in the office of the municipal clerk informing the Public of the time and place according to the 
Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975). 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present: Mayor Lombardo (Not voting), Councilman Martin, Councilman Mathieu, Councilman Petruzzelli, 
Councilwoman Tarantino, Councilwoman Todisco and Council President Nierstedt. 
Also Present: Borough Administrator/Clerk Christina M. Ariemma and Borough Attorney Robert Renaud. 
Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello was excused.   
 
 
MINUTES: 
Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on December 23, 2014. 
Workshop Session of the Mayor and Council held on December 23, 2014. 
Re-Organization Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on January 2, 2015. 
Motion: Action: Approve, Moved by Councilwoman Tarantino, Seconded by Council President Nierstedt    
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 

1) NEW JERSEY STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES – 
a. Mayor’s Advisory – 

i. 12/23/14, RE: I. 23rd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day II. Upcoming League Seminar 
ii. 12/23/14. RE: Budgeting for the Elected Official 
iii. 12/23/14, RE: 99th Conference Follow Up 20 Resolutions Approved 
iv. 12/23/14, RE: Weekly Policy Update Bills on the Governor’s Desk 
v. 12/23/14, RE: : REVISED - Weekly Policy Update Bills on the Governor’s Desk 
vi. 12/23/14, RE: 23rd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day 
vii. 01/02/15, RE: I. Governor Signs Permit Extension Act II. Upcoming League Seminar 
viii. 01/02/15, RE: League's Educational Foundation has published its 24th issue paper in the 

"Friends of Local Government" series 
ix. 01/06/15, RE: I. Recruitment of Executive Director II. On line resources for Social Security 

Applicants III. Educational Foundation Publishes “My Home Town” 
x. 01/06/15, RE: I. Office Suites Available for Lease II. January Grant Page Posted 
xi. 01/06/15, RE: COAH Update 
xii. 01/08/15, RE: I. 23rd Annual Mayor’s Legislative Day II. Upcoming League Seminar 
xiii. 01/08/15, RE: I. Meeting Tonight II. Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration & National Day of 

Service Opportunities III. NJ Local Government Deskbook 
  RECEIVED AND FILED 

2) THE ARIEMMA FAMILY – 01/02/15, RE: Acknowledging flowers sent for passing of Ruth E. 
Ariemma, mother of Christina M Ariemma. 
RECEIVED AND FILED 

3) BRUCE PATERSON – 01/07/14, RE: OPRA Open Space Trust Fund information. 
RECEIVED AND FILED 

4) THE TOWNSHIP OF CLARK – 12/23/14, RE: Resolution opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline.  
RECEIVED AND FILED 

5) RAHWAY VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY – 12/23/14, RE: Minutes of 11/06/14 and 
11/13/14 meetings. 
RECEIVED AND FILED 

6) RAHWAY VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY – 1/05/15, RE: RVSA Meeting Notice. 
RECEIVED AND FILED 
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ORDINANCES: 
Ms. Ariemma read Ordinance 15-01 by title only. 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-01 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE I. POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS IN CHAPTER 74 
(CONTRACTORS) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO REPEAL §74-10 (INDEXING). 

Motion: Action: INTRODUCE ORDINANCE 15-01, Moved by Councilwoman Todisco, Seconded by 
Council President Nierstedt. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6) 
Yes: Councilman Martin, Councilman Mathieu, Councilman Petruzzelli, Councilwoman Tarantino, 
Councilwoman Todisco and Council President Nierstedt. Ordinance No. 15-01 was introduced. 
 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
POLICE:  Councilwoman Tarantino, Chr.  
As we know, Sgt. Mario Morelli gave notice early last year that he would be retiring in 2015 with his last day 
of service to be January 31st.    A replacement to the position of Patrol Sergeant will be made from the 
current promotional list with Chief Underhill submitting that name for resolution at the next meeting.  That 
appointment will be effective February 1st. 
In light of the vacancy, Chief Underhill has been accepting resumes for several weeks and will be 
conducting interviews shortly.  He will submit a name to the Police Committee and for resolution when the 
process is completed.  
Councilman Mathieu asked about hiring a replacement officer.  Councilwoman Tarantino said she just 
reported on that process. 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH: Councilman Mathieu  NO REPORT 
 
STREETS AND ROADS/ECOLOGY: Councilwoman Todisco, Chr. 
Thank you, Mayor. The Streets and Roads Committee met yesterday where we mainly discussed some 
highlights from last year’s committee, thanks to the insight from Council President Nierstedt who has been 
the Chairman for the past two years, and our vision for this year. I also have a couple updates for everyone.  
The DPW has begun taking down holiday decorations and expects to have them all down by the end of this 
week. They have also been collecting Christmas trees as residents are placing them at the curb. It is 
important to note that some are being placed in plastic bags, which actually makes for more work in 
discarding them as well as waste. So for our next holiday season, we put this down in our notebooks that 
this should be communicated to the residents, in places such as the quarterly newsletter as well as 
mentioning it at council meetings in order to save the time of our DPW employees and avoid waste. For 
those residents that have not yet put out their Christmas trees this year, please refrain from putting them in 
plastic bags.  
Also, 22 trees have been planted at the recreation complex at a total cost of $4,456, of which half is 
covered by a Greening Union County grant. So the balance of $2,228 is charged to the bond for the 
complex. In addition, you may have noticed the flag pole between the underpass and South Avenue is 
down again, due to a motor vehicle accident. Due to the frequency of needing to replace it, the Streets and 
Roads Committee will look into whether it should be relocated, or maybe not put up at all, since cost is 
involved and will weigh into this decision.  
The committee had a good discussion on the findings of last year’s committee on recycling and how we can 
go about finding more information about it this year and how it could apply to Garwood. We plan on 
speaking with some gurus in this field. Another priority of ours is to replace worn down street signs that are 
difficult to see with easy to read, reflective ones. This is not just an aesthetic issue, but also a safety 
concern when ambulances are looking for the proper streets.  
We look forward to a productive year. That’s all for my report, Mayor.  
 
FIRE:   Council President Nierstedt, Chr.  
Thank you Mayor: 
The Fire Committee hereby approves the membership application for Tyler Krowkowski of Cranford.  He 
has both passed his physical and background requirements. 
The Garwood Fire Department reported 19 incidents for December 2014.  Total man hours were 237 for 
alarms.  Total man hours for public service were 218 with 41 men and the Fire Chief’s accumulated hours 
for December were 75 hours.  That’s all for my report.   
 
FINANCE:  Councilman Petruzzelli, Chr. 
Thank you Mayor.  I would just like to say that I look forward to being a part of the Finance team again--this 
year as chair. The finance committee will do our best as we have done for the past 3 years to bring forth a 
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budget that maintains borough services that the residents have come to expect at the lowest possible tax 
impact. We understand this year will be another challenging year, especially with the looming $45 increase 
per average home increase from the RVSA.  
Also, as we discussed at the end of last year, the borough needs to make a software purchase from a new 
vendor due to the health situation of our current vendor. The Finance Committee recommends the 
purchase from Edmunds & Associates as it was the best price at just under $20,000, whereas the other 
proposal was for $16,000, but would have required us to get a new server. Edmunds is a vendor used 
commonly around the state for this financial and tax reporting software. I would like to reiterate the fact that 
Edmunds will allow taxpayers to pay with a credit card is a benefit of this proposal, but is not something we 
sought out. It is becoming more common throughout many towns. The Finance Committee recommends 
the Council direct Mr. Renaud to prepare a bond ordinance for introduction at our next meeting to enable 
the Borough to pay for this purchase through our capital account.  That’s all for my report. 
 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:  Councilman Mathieu, Chr.    NO REPORT 
 
LAWS AND LICENSES: Councilman Martin, Chr. 
Tonight there is one application for a Raffle License. 
The committee recommends the adoption of Resolution No. 15-131, for the application of one on-premise 
50/50 raffle license, to be drawn February 21, 2015, at Crossroads, 78 North Avenue, Garwood, NJ, by the 
Education Fund of Westfield.  
 
RECREATION:   Councilwoman Todisco Chr. 
Thank you, Mayor. The first meeting of 2015 for the Recreation Commission will be next week, January 
21st at 7pm in Borough Hall. The position of Recreation Director is currently open and the Commission is 
seeking applications. Anyone interested in applying for the job can find the details on the Borough website. 
The deadline is January 31st.  That’s all for my report, Mayor.  
 
COMMITTEE ON AGING:  Councilwoman Tarantino 
Thank you Mayor.  I attend the Senior Citizen Club meeting regularly to communicate and visit with our 
seniors.  The club is a private organization that holds its meetings in the firehouse.  The borough has senior 
citizen programs that are sponsored by the borough and the community development block grant program.  
Grants for these programs have been in place for over 10 years.  They include Senior Citizen Programs, 
Senior Citizen Transportation and Senior Citizen Handyman Program.   There are income eligibility 
requirements to participate in some like the Handyman Program.  Through that program, minor home 
repairs are made by a borough employee.  Homeowner pays for materials and the labor is paid for by the 
grant.  This program is utilized by a small number of seniors.  If you know someone in your neighborhood 
that can benefit from these programs, please have them contact the director at 789-0710.  That’s all for my 
report. 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE:  Councilman Petruzzelli  
The Garwood Public Library is pleased to announce that during the month of December, we had a pet food 
collection for the benefit of our furry friends living at local animal shelters.  We collected more than 70 
pounds of food, both canned and bagged.  Angel Paws in Avenel will be the recipient of the cat food, and a 
local resident who rescues and provides shelter for dogs has received the dog food.  This has been an 
ongoing project for the Library every winter for the past three years, but to date, this has been the most 
successful. 
On Wednesday, January 21, at 7:00 PM, Dr. Jason Kaufman of Advanced Integrated Health, located in 
Springfield, will present a program of stress, hormones and body weight.  All the stresses of modern life 
wreak havoc on our ability to maintain a healthy weight, and he will offer suggestions and tips to 
accomplish this goal.  Registration is required for this event. 
Please be aware that the Library will be closed on Monday, January 19 in recognition of Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s Birthday.  
Story time on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 AM and Movie Time on Friday mornings at 10 AM have 
resumed after a short winter break.  There is no registration required for either of these events. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON:  Councilman Mathieu    NO REPORT 
 
CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS LIAISON:    NO REPORT 
Council President Nierstedt 
 
UNION COUNTY AIR TRAFFIC NOISE ADVISORY BOARD REPRESENTATIVE: 
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Councilman Mathieu     NO REPORT 
 
PARKING COMMITTEE:      Councilwoman Tarantino NO REPORT 
It was mentioned that Laws & License would review the ordinance concerning parking on residential 
streets. 
 
POLICE NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE:   Councilwoman Tarantino  NO REPORT 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE: Councilwoman Tarantino 
The Administrative review committee held their first meeting last night.  Present were Mayor Lombardo, 
Councilwoman Todisco, Christina Ariemma, Sandy Bruns and myself.  The administrator advised the 
committee that she sent a reminder notice to the staff and council of Resolution No. 13-356 policy 
governing the use of electronic communications between municipal officials discussing borough business.  
Ms. Ariemma prepared a draft of Procedures: Agenda, Ordinances and Resolutions for committee review.  
The committee reviewed thoroughly and made changes to it as we saw necessary.   You should all have a 
copy in front of you.  Please take the time to review it and be prepared to discuss it at the next council 
meeting as this will be considered a policy that would be adopted by resolution.   
We also discussed Part-time positions.  It was determined that all part-time employees that don’t have an 
office in the building be required to complete a time sheet weekly capturing the hours worked.  Each 
position will then be reviewed to determine exactly how much time is being devoted to these positions.   
In observing the Community Block Development Grants over the past few years, we realized that the 
handyman and transportation portions of the grant were bumped up this year after being cut 3 years ago, 
but the Senior Citizens portion of the grant was not increased as these other two areas were. The Borough 
pays the Senior Citizen Director out of that grant and that salary is contingent upon that grant money, 
which, as I said, unfortunately has not been increased like handyman and transportation were.  After review 
the committee has determined that in order to continue running quality programs for our seniors that it 
would have to reduce the salary of Senior Director by $5,000.  In other words, the programs the seniors are 
used to will not be affected in anyway by this decision and the service to our seniors will remain the 
same.   This action will be done by resolution at the next meeting.  
The committee feels it is necessary to have a second person provide Administration to the borough and 
also have full knowledge and workings of the borough. This could also serve as backup to the borough 
administrator as backup in case as absence or vacation.  The committee discussed creating a position of 
Assistant Administrator. The assistant would be a part-time position attached to an existing position.  The 
assistant would learn all the duties and responsibilities of the Administrator and her office.   The training 
process will begin upon appointment.  In order to achieve this, the attorney would prepare an ordinance 
creating the position.  The committee discussed the salary range to be within $3,000-$6,000.  This would 
also be done by ordinance.  After adoption then a resolution is passed naming a person to the position 
along with the salary.  The committee will select the person for this position and bring a name to council.  
The committee is hereby directing the attorney to prepare the ordinances with the assistance of the 
Administrator.  That is all for my report. 
 
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE:   Councilwoman Todisco   
Thank you, Mayor. No real report, but I just wanted to say that I look forward to working with the Historical 
Committee as its first ever liaison. I love Garwood and I love history so what could be better.  
 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  
Zoning Code Enforcement Officer Len DiStefano monthly report for December 2014 
Municipal Tax Collector Aggie Kurzweil: monthly report for December 2014. 
Motion: Action: Approve, Moved by Councilwoman Tarantino, Seconded by Councilman Martin 
  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:.   
Bruce Paterson 325 Willow Avenue mentioned email accounts and the position of Assistant Administrator.  
He suggested that it is not necessary to have this position.  He mentioned the freeholders and that one 
holds a municipal position. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) 
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“Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a single motion; any items 
requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion 
will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.” 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-131 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, that the license to conduct an 
On-Premise 50/50 Raffle on February 21, 2015, to be drawn at the Crossroads, 78 North Avenue, Garwood, NJ from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., is 
hereby granted to The Education Fund of Westfield, pursuant to Application Number RA #1031. 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-132 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize the Borough 
Administrator/Clerk to sign the agreement with Phoenix Advisors, LLC, 4 West Park Street, Bordentown, NJ, 08505 for providing continuing 
disclosure agent services in accordance with law for $650 to include an inclusive fee for up to three (3) outstanding issues, plus $100 for each 
additional issue for which filings are required.  

RESOLUTION NO. 15-133 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood that Christina M. Ariemma, Administrator/Clerk, be and she is hereby authorized 
and directed to sign agreement with A.D.P. for payroll services for 1/1/2015 to 12/31/2015 including the addendum to the agreement with 
A.D.P. payroll services in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-17; and 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood that Sandra Bruns, Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer, be and she is hereby 
appointed the approval officer and person responsible for authorizing and supervising the activities of the payroll service and shall further be 
charged with the reconciliation and analysis of all general ledger accounts affected by the activities of the disbursing organization; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that fees for this service for 2015 are $9,267.20 of which $9,000 is paid by Investor’s Bank on behalf of the 
Borough of Garwood. 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-134 

WHEREAS, Patricia Quattrocchi has faithfully and conscientiously served the citizens of our Borough as Mayor since January 1, 2011; and 
WHEREAS, Patricia Quattrocchi has dedicated herself to public service, giving her personal time to serve the citizens of Garwood as our 
Honorable Mayor; and 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood wish to publicly acknowledge and commend her for her loyal and dedicated 
service to all the people of the Borough of Garwood. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood do hereby express “Best Wishes” to Patricia 
Quattrocchi and her family in the coming years; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk be and they are hereby authorized to affix their signatures to a copy of this 
resolution, which shall be presented to her. 

Motion: Action: Adopt consent agenda, Moved by Council President Nierstedt Seconded by 
Councilwoman Todisco 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6) 
Yes: Councilman Martin, Councilman Mathieu, Councilman Petruzzelli, Councilwoman Tarantino, 
Councilwoman Todisco and Council President Nierstedt. Consent agenda was adopted. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED OR REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Any new business the Mayor and Council may have: 
Mayor Lombardo reconfirmed the following liaisons. 

Transit Village Study  Kathy Villaggio 

Business and Industry/Chamber of Commerce Carol Kearny 

 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when 
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
Motion: Action: Adopt, Moved by Councilwoman Todisco, Seconded by Councilwoman Tarantino 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6) 
Yes: Councilman Martin, Councilman Mathieu, Councilman Petruzzelli, Councilwoman Tarantino, 
Councilwoman Todisco and Council President Nierstedt. Consent agenda was adopted. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on, TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2015, in Council 
Chambers at 7:15 p.m.   Workshop Session to start at 7:00 p.m. 
Motion: Action: At 8:32 p.m., adjourn, Moved by Council President Nierstedt, Seconded by 
Councilwoman Todisco. 
 
 
 
             
      CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, Municipal Clerk 
      Borough of Garwood 


