BOROUGH of GARWOOD
MINUTES of the
REORGANIZATION MEETING of the
MAYOR AND COUNCIL
 for 2014
January 5, 2014

Reorganization Minutes/January 5, 2014
The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council for 2014 was held on January 5, 2014, in Council Chambers and called to order at 3:02 p.m., by Mayor Quattrocchi.  She asked all present to participate in a moment of silence followed by a salute to the flag.

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Westfield Leader, advertised on December 9, 2013, and prominently posted on the municipal public bulletin board and filed in the office of the municipal clerk informing the Public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975).

This meeting is called pursuant to the State Statutes for the purpose of organizing the Governing Body for the year 2014, to make appointments and to transact any business pertinent thereto.

ROLL CALL:
Municipal Clerk Christina Ariemma administered Roll Call.  The Members Present were:
Mayor Quattrocchi	 - Present	
Councilman Nierstedt - Present		Councilman Petruzzelli - Present	
Councilwoman Palmer - Present		Councilwoman Todisco - Present
	
Also present Borough Administrator/Clerk Christina Ariemma. 

Mayor Quattrocchi announced:			
The first order of business is to administer the Oath of Office to:
		
		Councilman Elect Martin – for a three-year term
		Councilman Mathieu	 – for a three-year term 
		
Mayor Quattrocchi requested that Councilman Elect Martin be escorted to the rostrum.

The Oath of Office was administered by Assemblyman Bramnick.  John Quattrocchi held the Bible.  Councilman Martin took his seat on the dais.

Mayor Quattrocchi requested that Councilman Mathieu be escorted to the rostrum.

The Oath of Office was administered by Assemblywoman Munoz.  Liz Mathieu held the Bible.  Councilman Mathieu took his seat on the dais.

Mayor Quattrocchi requested ROLL CALL:
Councilman Martin-Present			Councilwoman Palmer-Present
Councilman Mathieu-Present			Councilman Petruzzelli-Present		
Councilman Nierstedt-Present			Councilwoman Todisco-Present

Mayor Quattrocchi acknowledged Assemblyman Bramnick and Assemblywoman Munoz.

Assemblyman Bramnick and Assemblywoman Munoz wished everyone a happy new year.
Mayor Quattrocchi announced that anyone in the audience wishing to make a presentation may do so now.  No response.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked the Borough Council to nominate and elect a Council President. 
Councilwoman Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli nominated Councilwoman Palmer for Council President.  

Mayor Quattrocchi requested a Roll Call for Councilwoman Palmer as Council President, Councilman Martin–Aye, Councilman Mathieu-Aye, Councilman Nierstedt-Aye, Councilwoman Palmer-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye, Councilwoman Todisco-Aye.  All Ayes.  Councilwoman Palmer was elected Council President for 2014.


Mayor Quattrocchi made the following nominations for the year 2014 with Council Confirmation.
Borough Attorney:				Robert Renaud		1/1/14 - 12/31/14
Bonding Attorney:				Steven L. Rogut		1/1/14 - 12/31/14
Prosecutor Municipal Court:		Robert P. Donovan		1/1/14 - 12/31/14
Public Defender Municipal Court:		Scott M. Marinelli		1/1/14 - 12/31/14
Fire Chief:					Michael Tharaldsen		1/1/14 - 12/31/14
Assistant Fire Chief:				Leonard Spina		1/1/14 - 12/31/14
Superintendent of Fire Apparatus:		Leonard Spina		1/1/14 - 12/31/14
Fire Official:					Albert W. Toth		1/1/14 – 12/31/14

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR – THREE YEAR TERM
Emmitt Garner  1/1/14 – 12/312/16

Mayor Quattrocchi requested ROLL CALL:
A motion to approve the nominations as listed was made by Councilwoman Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli, whereupon Mayor Quattrocchi directed Roll Call, Council President Palmer-Aye, Councilman Martin–Aye, Councilman Mathieu-Aye, Councilman Nierstedt-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye, Councilwoman Todisco-Aye.  All Ayes   

The following are Mayors Appointments, no CONFIRMATION required:
BOARD OF HEALTH			THREE YEAR TERM	1/1/14 - 12/31/16
Ann Romano			Ellen Shelley (Unexpired Term 1/1/14 to 12/31/14)

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES	FIVE YEAR TERM	1/1/14- 12/31/18
Maria Nierstedt		Sarah Waverka  	

CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE	
Michelle Abbaticola	  	Chris Taylor			Elizabeth Mathieu		
Thomas Englese 	 	Anne Leonard		Kathleen Villaggio
Kim Brown			Michele Tortorici		Carolyn Puerari
Susan Groning			

GARWOOD MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE
Sam Rocco		Theresa Janasee		Barbara Tweedle		John McGuire
Margaret Briggs	Mary Emmons		Ron Ferria
Virginia Marienelli	Devon Araujo		Kaitlin McGuire

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL for 2014
Deputy Coordinator:				Doug Stoffer
Police Chief:					Bruce D. Underhill
Fire Chief:					Michael Tharaldsen
Superintendent DPW:			Frederick W. Corbitt
Doctor:					--------------
First Aid:					Jimmy Willix
Engineer:					Donald R. Guarriello
Public Information Officer:			--------------
Shelter Coordinator:				Thomas Spera
Radiological Officer:			Thomas Spera
Tech/Advisor	:				--------------
Business Representative:			Joseph Ragonese
Representatives from Service Organizations:
Knights of Columbus			Michael O’Donnell
Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary		Donna Bober
Health						Eileen Kufta
Law						Bruce D. Underhill
First Aid					Jimmy Willix

PLANNING BOARD
	TITLE
	NAME
	TERM

	CLASS I - 1YR
	Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor
	1/1/14 – 12/31/14

	CLASS II - 1YR
	Bruce Paterson
	1/1/14 – 12/31/14

	CLASS IV – 4 YR
	Robert Scherer
	1/1/14 – 12/31/17

	ALT. II - 2YR
	Craig McCarrick
	1/1/14 – 12/31/15

	ALT. IV- 2YR
	Paul Tarantino
	1/1/14 – 12/31/15



HISTORICAL COMMITTEE		ONE YEAR TERM	 1/1/14 - 12/31/14
Linda Koenig		Patricia Koenig	Anne Leonard	Bruce Paterson			
CLEAN COMMUNITIES COORDINATOR		Christina M Ariemma

UNION COUNTY COMMUNITY DEV. REVENUE SHARING COMMITTEE
Patricia Quattrocchi	  William Nierstedt 		ALTERNATE:  Ann Palmer			
UNION COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COUNCIL         Fred Corbitt		
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RESOLUTIONS - 	CONSENT AGENDA  	(Adoption upon Roll Call)
RESOLUTION NO. 14-100
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that the Rules governing the proceedings of the Mayor and Council, Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey for the year 2014 shall be and they are hereby adopted.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-101
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that they hereby approve the following meeting schedule for 2014.
Regular Meeting:	Second and Fourth Tuesday of each Month – 7:15 p.m.
	Except November:	Third Tuesday Only
Workshop Session:			Second and Fourth Tuesday of each Month – 7:00 p.m.
Except November:	Third Tuesday Only
RESOLUTION NO. 14-102
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that the Cranford Chronicle, The Star-Ledger, and The Westfield Leader be and the same are hereby designated as the official newspapers of the Borough of Garwood for the year 2014.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-107
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that it hereby authorizes the mileage reimbursement for attendance at meetings, approved and in correlation with the duties of a position up to the current IRS allowed rate.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-108
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the Tax Collector to conduct a Tax Sale pursuant to Chapter 99, P.L. 1997.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-109
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that interest at the rate of eight percent (8%) per annum on the first $1,500.00 of the delinquency, and eighteen percent (18%) per annum on any amount in excess of the said first $1,500.00 shall be charged and collected on all delinquent taxes and assessments, and for sewer user charges from and after their due date until paid; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that no interest shall be charged if payment of any installment is made within ten (10) days after the date upon which the same shall become payable; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any installment received after the expiration of ten (10) days grace period shall bear interest from the due date, and if the 10th day shall fall on a Saturday or a Sunday, the final day of the grace period shall be the next business day.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted by the Municipal Clerk to the Borough Tax Collector.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-110
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood has heretofore by Resolution No. 93-107 provided for interest to be charged with respect to delinquent taxes and assessments; and
WHEREAS, by L. 1991, c. 75, N.J.S.A.  54:4-67 was amended to permit the governing body of a municipality to fix a penalty to be charged to a taxpayer with a delinquency in excess of $10,000.00 who fails to pay that delinquency prior to the end of the calendar year, which penalty may not exceed six percent of the amount of the delinquency;
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that a penalty in the sum of six percent of any “delinquency” shall be charged to any taxpayer with a delinquency prior to the end of the calendar year.  “Delinquency” shall be defined to mean the sum of all taxes and municipal charges due on a given parcel of property covering any number of quarters of years; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be transmitted by the Municipal Clerk to the Borough Tax Collector.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-111
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that
ADP Payroll Services, 1 ADP Blvd., Roseland, N.J. 07068 
is the payroll service company for year 2014.
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood that Sandra Bruns, Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer, be and she is hereby appointed the approval officer and person responsible for authorizing and supervising the activities of the payroll service and shall further be charged with the reconciliation and analysis of all general ledger accounts affected by the activities of the disbursing organization.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-112
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that Robert Renaud, Esq., of the firm of Palumbo & Renaud, Attorneys-At-Law, with offices located at 190 North Avenue East, Cranford, New Jersey, 07016, be and is hereby appointed Legal Counsel for the Borough of Garwood for the year 2014.  
RESOLUTION NO. 14-113
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood are required to contract for Professional Municipal Attorney Services to provide Legal Counsel and other legal services to the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood posted in accordance with law on November 1, 2013, and received proposals on November 19, 2013 under a fair and open process in accordance with P.L. 2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005, c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body has determined that such services are professional services as defined in the Local Public Contracts Law of the State of New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of each contract awarded as a professional services contract be printed once in the official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood:
That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement with Palumbo & Renaud, Esq., 190 North Avenue East, Cranford, NJ 07016, for the provision of professional municipal attorney services for the Borough of Garwood; and 
That said Contractor shall receive fees not to exceed appropriations for 2014 Legal Fees in accordance with the 2014 Municipal Budget in accordance with the proposal dated November 6, 2013; and
That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional services contract on file and available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this notice as required by law.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-114
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood are required to contract for Professional Engineering Services to provide engineering and other related services to the Borough; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood posted in accordance with law on November 1, 2013, and received proposals on November 19, 2013, under a fair and open process in accordance with P.L. 2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005, c.51; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body has determined that such services are professional services as defined in the Local Public Contracts Law of the State of New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of each contract awarded as a professional services contract be printed once in the official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood:
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement with Guarriello & Dec Assoc. LLC, 131 North Michigan Avenue, P.O. Box 208, Kenilworth, NJ 07033, for the provision of professional engineering services for the Borough of Garwood; and 
2. That said Contractor shall receive fees not to exceed appropriations for 2014 Engineering Fees in accordance with the 2014 Municipal Budget and 2014 Capital Budget and other related appropriations, in accordance with the proposal dated November 5, 2013; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional services contract on file and available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this notice as required by law.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-115
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that Donald R. Guarriello, Professional Engineer, is hereby appointed to the position of Collection System Operator pursuant to his License No. 16648.  Effective: January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-116
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of 
Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoint Councilman Nierstedt Planning Board Liaison, Class III, effective January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-117
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood has determined that there exists a need for professional legal services in connection with the preparation and management of municipal bonds in the Borough of Garwood; and
WHEREAS, the said Governing Body has determined that such services are professional services as defined in the Local Public Contracts Law of the State of New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that a notice stating the nature, duration, services and amount of each contract awarded as a professional services contract be printed once in the official newspaper of the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood:
5. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk be and are hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement with Steven L. Rogut of Rogut McCarthy Troy LLC, 37 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ 07016-2106, for the provision of professional legal bond counsel.
6. That said Contractor shall receive fees not to exceed $10,000.00; and
7. That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding as professional services pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law; and
8. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution and the professional services contract on file and available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
9. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this notice as required by law.
RESOLUTION NO.  14-118
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoint Robert P. Donovan, as Municipal Court Prosecutor for the Garwood Municipal Court effective January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.
RESOLUTION NO.  14-119
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoint Scott M. Marinelli, as Municipal Public Defender for a term of one year effective January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-120
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoint:
				Michael Tharaldsen
661 Willow Avenue
				Garwood, NJ 07027
As Fire Chief of the Garwood Fire Department in the Borough of Garwood for the year 2014
RESOLUTION NO. 14-121
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoint:
				Leonard Spina
213 Locust Avenue
				Garwood, NJ 07027
As Assistant Fire Chief of the Garwood Fire Department in the Borough of Garwood for the year 2014
RESOLUTION NO. 13-122
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoint:
				Albert W. Toth, Jr.
				431 Spruce Avenue
				Garwood, NJ 07027
As Fire Official for the Borough of Garwood for the year 2014
RESOLUTION NO. 14-123
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that the following are hereby appointed as Special Police Officers, Class “B” School Crossing Guards for the year 2014.
Matilda Froat		Doug Knierim		Laura Rigano		Kevin O’Brien	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lauren Montagne		Jessica Knierim		Linda Temple
Katie Knierim		Linda Knierim  		Rosemary Snow
Alternates: 		Diane Petraccora	Wayne Maggs	Frederick Meier
RESOLUTION NO. 14-124
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoint Jean McComb, Diane Petraccoro and Cassandra Crooks, as a Special Police Officer, Matrons - Class “C”, for the year 2014.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-125
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that Christina Ariemma, Municipal Clerk, be appointed as the Public Agency Compliance Officer for the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-126
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoint Emmitt Garner, 337 Hazel Avenue, Garwood N.J., as Office of Emergency Management Director for a three year term effective January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2016.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-127
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 provides that the governing body may, and if any contracts, commitments or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of the Budget, shall, by resolution adopted prior to January 31, of the fiscal year, make appropriations to provide for the period between the beginning of the fiscal year and the adoption of the budget.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the attached list of temporary appropriations be made for the year 2014:

A motion to adopt Consent Agenda as Amended was made by Councilwoman Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli, whereupon Mayor Quattrocchi directed Roll Call, Council President Palmer-Aye, Councilman Martin–Aye, Councilman Mathieu-Aye, Councilman Nierstedt-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye, Councilwoman Todisco-Aye.  All Ayes.  Amended Consent Agenda adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS – DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA  (Adoption upon Roll Call)
RESOLUTION NO. 14-103
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that:
Santander Bank, Investors Savings Bank, Garwood Office shall be the depository for all Law Enforcement Trust, Current Account, Capital Account, Dog Tax Account, Payroll Deductions Account, Trust Account, Bond and Interest Account, Public Assistance Account, Unemployment Account, Payroll Account, Assessment Trust, Block Grant Trust of the Borough of Garwood, and the custodian shall be Sandra Bruns, CFO/Treasurer.  All disbursements shall be made by check signed by Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor and Christina Ariemma, Municipal Clerk and Sandra Bruns, CFO/Treasurer.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-104
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey that Bank of America shall be the depository for the Developers Escrow Account.  All disbursements, upon approval of the Planning Board Chairman, shall be paid by check, signed by Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor and Sandra Bruns, Chief Financial Officer/ Treasurer.

RESOLUTION NO. 14-105
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that:
Investors Savings Bank, Garwood Office, shall be the depository for the Municipal Court Funds.  All disbursements shall be made by checks signed by Judge Antonio Inacio, and Martha Marino or Catherine Frank.
RESOLUTION NO. 14-106
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that the Depository for Savings Accounts or Investment Savings Accounts, be and hereby designate State of New Jersey Cash Management Fund.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Christina M. Ariemma Borough Administrator/ Municipal Clerk and Sandra Bruns, Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer be and are hereby authorized and empowered to deposit, invest and transfer funds in any of the above depositories.

A motion to adopt Resolutions 14-103, 14-104, 14-105 and 14-106, was made by Councilwoman Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli, whereupon Mayor Quattrocchi directed Roll Call, Council President Palmer-Aye, Councilman Martin–Aye, Councilman Mathieu-Abstain, Councilman Nierstedt-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye, Councilwoman Todisco-Aye.  5-Ayes, 1-Abstain.   All resolutions deleted from the Consent Agenda were adopted. 



  
STANDING COMMITTEES
	COMMITTEE
	2014

	Police, Public Health & Safety
	Councilman Martin, Chair

	
	Councilman Petruzzelli

	
	Councilwoman Todisco

	COMMITTEE
	

	Board of Health Liaison
	Councilwoman Todisco

	
	

	COMMITTEE
	

	Streets, Roads and Ecology
	Councilman Nierstedt, Chair

	
	Councilman Mathieu

	
	Council President Palmer

	COMMITTEE
	

	Fire
	Councilman Mathieu, Chair

	
	Councilman Petruzzelli

	
	Councilman Nierstedt

	COMMITTEE
	

	Finance
	Councilwoman Todisco, Chair

	
	Councilman Martin

	
	Councilman Petruzzelli

	COMMITTEE
	

	Buildings and Grounds
	Councilman Petruzzelli, Chair

	
	Councilman Nierstedt

	
	Councilwoman Palmer

	COMMITTEE
	

	Laws and License
	Councilwoman Palmer, Chair

	
	Councilman Martin

	
	Councilwoman Todisco

	COMMITTEE
	

	Recreation
	Councilman Petruzzelli, Chair

	
	

	Committee on Aging
	Councilwoman Palmer

	Library, Mayor’s Representative
	Mayor Quattrocchi

	School Board Liaison
	Councilwoman Todisco

	Celebrations of Public Events & Holidays Liaison
	
Councilman Martin

	UC Air Traffic Noise Advisory Board Representative
	
Councilman Mathieu

	Athletic Complex Project Comm.
	Councilman Petruzzelli

	Other/Special Committees  of the Mayor
	

	UC Transportation of Advisory Representative
	Robert Ehrenbeck

	Transit Village Study
	Kathleen Villaggio

	Police Contract Negotiations
	Councilman Martin

	
	Councilwoman Palmer

	
	Councilman Petruzzelli

	Business & Industry/ Chamber of Commerce
	Carol Kearny

	
	







COUNCIL MEMBERS ADDRESS THE GOVERNING BODY AND GUESTS:

Council President Palmer thanked the Council for the Council President nomination and said 2014 will be a productive year.

Councilman Mathieu acknowledged his return to council and shared some of his experiences.  He acknowledged the birth of his son and the second home purchased.  He mentioned personal loss of his father-in-law.   He shared other personal information about his political career.  

Councilman Nierstedt thanked the DPW and police for the management of the recent snow storm.  He commented on the current ice storm and suggested everyone use caution.  He mentioned homeowners that live on corner lots should shovel the corner.

Councilman Martin acknowledged his position and mentioned how he plans to conduct himself as a representative of the citizens of Garwood.

Councilman Petruzzelli welcomed Councilman Mathieu back and Councilman Martin to council. He mentioned finishing the AFC this year.
 
Councilwoman Todisco read the following statement:  
First, I would like to welcome back Councilman Mathieu and welcome Councilman Mike Martin to the Council. I look forward to working with you. I’d also like to mention a couple items that I was either working on in 2013 or plan on working on in 2014. 
Two years ago, I started a rotating schedule for council people to attend Union County Freeholder meetings to see firsthand what was taking place within our county level of government and hopefully have something to report on at our Council meetings. I think we should continue this and I will bring a schedule to our next regular meeting. 
As I mentioned last year, I think Summer Recreation should add a full-day option to expand the service provided to residents. To add a full-day option, it would also make sense to charge a fee, as many towns already do, in order to offset the cost and give the Borough some much needed revenue. I am continuing to work with the County and PSE&G to get all the details ironed out for installing brackets or hooks so that banners can be hung in the Borough. This would be great for promoting events for the Borough or clubs and organizations. 
In 2013, residents at The Pointe asked for certain safety items to be paid for by the Borough, fire hydrants and certain street lights. The Council approved reimbursing them for the hydrants last year. I am continuing to work to see about reimbursing The Pointe for certain street lights that are next to Borough roads so that hopefully an agreement can be voted on this year. 
A new idea I have thought of is having a community event, such as a concert, for all to enjoy at the opening of the recreation complex. I recently spoke with a well-known band that actually just opened up their office here in Garwood. I am looking into working with businesses and the Chamber of Commerce to help promote and fund the event. This could also be a great way to support and promote business in the Borough and give all residents the opportunity to view and enjoy the recreation complex.
One final idea I would like to mention is that I think we may want to look into having council meetings videotaped and posted on the Borough website. Many other towns either post it on their website or put it on local access channels or do both and this would be a great way for residents who cannot attend the meeting to know what’s going on in town. 


CITIZENS ADDRESS THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL:
NONE.

MAYOR’S ADDRESS:
Mayor Quattrocchi read the following speech:
 
I want to start off my message today by thanking some people who make living in Garwood lower stress than I understand it to be in some other communities especially when we have major weather events as we had this past week.  Our Dept. of Public Works did an absolutely outstanding job clearing our streets of snow and also with pre-storm preparation to ensure that when the snows start to melt the infrastructure will function properly and we should not encounter flooding issues. So thank you to Mr. Fred Corbitt and his dedicated crew. 
These reorganization messages that a mayor gives can a take a couple of different paths, either a mayor can brag about all of the wonderful things that have been accomplished over the past year by a collection of brilliant legislators such as I have sitting with me here. Or a mayor can make bold predictions about the revolutionary changes that are to come in the near future while silently hoping that he or she can actually pull this stuff off. I fall somewhere in the middle and cannot resist sharing some of the highlights of 2013.
In celebration of the occasion of the borough’s 110 birthday we got help from a group that many people may have forgotten or for newer residents just not known about and that was the “Centennial Celebrations Committee”. The Committee supplied the funds, actually these are private dollars, to contribute to securing and preserving one of our “centennial banners” which hangs on the council chamber wall. Also to fund the cost of a bronze plaque and the unveiling event denoting the accomplishment of 5 former mayors who worked collectively for 10 years to eliminate the dangerous grade level train crossing and get the underpass constructed. So thank you to that group as well as our historical committee for their interest and hard work. 
Recently we became the guardians of a ladder truck actually owned and financed by the County of Union, a thank you goes out to our Fire Chief, Mike Tharaldsen in recognition of his hard work at negotiating the deal with the county which is not being funded by the Borough of Garwood but is housed here and is for use by our Fire Dept.  Again thank you Mike for your dedication to the borough.
Our Police Dept. worked diligently to not only protect the borough from criminal activity but also on obtaining grant monies for among other things generators such as the mega one which will power the entire borough hall so we can continue to operate during power outages. Thank you to the Garwood PD for your dedication as well.
Sometimes spending a bit of money is unavoidable and this year we purchased a much needed telephone system to replace our old one vintage 1985, antiquated computer equip, a dump truck to replace our “Fred Flintstone” model ensuring the safety of our workers and an updated “jaws of life”. 
The Athletic Field Complex is well on its way to completion after an unfortunate delay which has been sorted out. Thank you to the borough attorney, borough administrator and Councilman Petruzzelli for diligently overseeing this project. I would urge any resident who has not visited the site to take a look you will be amazed.
Also I want to commend the volunteer editors of our newsletter the Garwood Gazette for the wonderful job that they have done and look forward to their continuing into 2014.
And though it took 2 administrations in neighboring Cranford, Gallows Hill Road was finally resurfaced (at no cost to Garwood) where the two towns adjoin each other, the street surface is entirely in Cranford, a thank you goes out to our borough engineer for his persistence in following up on this and other borough street projects. We will continue to pursue grant funding to remain pro-active with our road work.
We have made tremendous strides with bringing our Office of Emergency Management into compliance with federal, state and county mandates and want to publicly commend our outgoing director Glenn Sytko for his diligence with that responsibility, he did an outstanding job. I am confident that Mr. Emmitt Garner will also do an outstanding job as his replacement going forward. 
The new borough website is rapidly becoming a reality and pardon me as I remind our council members to please if they have not yet done so to send their bios to the Ms. Ariemma so she may continue and finish up on this much needed project.
We will continue to monitor the Mayors Council on the Rahway River Watershed Flood Control project with the Army Corp of Engineers to ensure that changes made upstream do not impact negatively on the borough. Also we will continue to endorse the “one seat ride” on the Raritan Valley line by our membership in the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition and by my attendance in the mayor’s group supporting the same. 
Our support of the Chamber of Commerce is of vital importance to the businesses here in Garwood and I am pleased to announce that the Chamber will be sponsoring a street fair and car show this spring here in the borough and I can assure you that this appears to be shaping up to be a significant event for the Chamber. Thank you to Ms. Carol Kearney owner of Unique Cruise and Travel for stepping up and working to reestablish the Chamber of Commerce in Garwood. 
We are still working hard on redevelopment on the North and South Avenue corridors and with the assistance of former Councilwoman Villaggio who has wrapped her arms around this effort we hope to see some progress this year.  Much has gone on behind the scenes regarding what is necessary for us to be successful in this endeavor and she is to be commended for pursuing many avenues to reach the end result. Thank you to Ms. Villaggio. 
And finally I look forward to a productive year as mayor with this council as we work to stabilize taxes while continuing to provide services to the residents. My goals from day one have been to improve outreach efforts to residents groups, never being too busy to stop and speak with residents and promoting an open door policy to the Mayor’s office. I will continue to have mayor’s Saturdays and also I will continue to give my personal attention by responding to your emails, phone calls, notes and letters from the residents. If it is important enough for a resident to reach out it is equally important for a response. I also strive to improve government transparency into how things work and how decisions are reached. 
Finally my best wishes for a Happy New Year to all, may you and yours be safe and successful not only in 2014 but always. 



ADJOURNMENT:
The Regular meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Tuesday, January 14, 2014, in Council Chambers, at 7:15 p.m.   Workshop Session to start at 7:00 p.m. 

Happy New Year….


At 3:47 p.m. a motion to adjourn was made by Councilwoman Todisco, seconded by Council President Palmer.  All Ayes.





























													
						CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, Municipal Clerk
						Borough of Garwood
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